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Are more crimes being committed in Arizona? Yes, look at the numbers. In 2005 there were
29,424 violent crimes reported to the police; in 2000 there were 27,200. In 2005, 277,513 property
crimes were reported to the police; in 2000, only 271,413.

But these raw numbers do not account for the state’s tremendous increase in population. In 2005, 5.9 million people lived
in Arizona, versus 5.1 million in 2000 and 2.7 million in 1980. From 1980 to 2005 the population has more than doubled.
Therefore, the increase in the number of crimes committed is partially a function of population increase; just looking at crime
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Data in this report come  In 2005, according to Crime in Arizona, there were 306,937 crimes reported to Arizona police agen-
from the annual Crime cies. That is 5,168 crimes for every 100,000 persons. In 1980, there were 221,335 crimes reported,
in Arizona published 8,142 per every 100,000. This is shown in the two tables above. The actual number of crimes re-
by the Arizona Depart- ported has increased, but Chart 1l above tells us that the rate of crime reported to the police decreased
ment of Public Safety from 8,142 per 100,000 in 1980 to 5,168 in 2005. That is a decrease of 36 percent.

and the FBI’s Crime in

the United States. But the table also shows that Arizona’s rates are consistently higher than rates for the USA as a
The data represent whole. In 2000, Arizona'’s rate of 5,820 was 41 percent higher than the national rate; however, in 2005
crimes reported, not it was only 32 percent higher.

arrests or convictions.
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Even though rates for violent and property crimes in Arizona are decreasing, they are decreasing all over the nation as
well. Thus, our apparent improvement fades when compared to the rest of the country. But, with the exception of vehicle
theft, the gaps in rates between Arizona and the USA as a whole are closing.

More importantly, the actual numbers of all offenses being reported are increasing. More reported crime requires more
police to investigate incidents and arrest offenders; more lawyers, judges, and clerks to prosecute the accused; and more
probation officers, prisons, and jails to supervise the convicted. Even though crime is down, the need to maintain, if not
strengthen, the criminal justice infrastructure remains high.

The End of the Decline?

In the past year, there has been a growing concern that crime rates, especially for violent crimes, may be at the end of a
20 year decline. In the entire United States, the rates of violent crime reported to the police increased by 1.3 percent from
2004 to 2005. Arizona had a similar increase of 1.7 percent. It appears this upturn may be continuing into 2006, based on
data from the first six months of the year for 55 selected cities. The number of homicides increased by 4.24 percent, and
the number of robberies by 9.71 percent (See “A Gathering Storm—Violent Crime in America” published by the Police Ex-
ecutive Research Forum at http://www.policeforum.org). Furthermore, juveniles and young adults (up to age 24) seem to
be committing a greater proportion of violent offenses. FBI arrest rates for murder, robbery, and weapons-related offenses
show increases of as much as 20 percent for these groups from 2004 to 2005.
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