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Our mission is to sustain and enhance the coordination, cohesiveness, productivity and effectiveness of the criminal justice system in Arizona

The Arizona Criminal Justice Commission (ACJC) in collaboration with January 2009
the Governor’s Office, the Department of Health Services, and the Of-

fice of Problem Gambling conducted a statewide survey to assess risky behavior—such as the
use of alcohol, tobacco, and other dangerous drugs—among Arizona 8", 10", and 12" graders in
2008. The study is legislatively mandated to measure attitudes, prevalence, and frequency of
substance abuse among children in the state. The survey was conducted with technical assis-
tance from Bach Harrison, LLC.

Table 1: Percentage of Arizona Students Who Have Used Drugs
in Their Lifetime

8th Grade | 10th Grade | 12th Grade Total Substance Use Among Arizona Youth

Alcohol 47.8 66.2 74.8 59.6
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Antisocial Behavior

The Arizona Youth Survey also asked students if they participated in several types of anti-social and delinquent behavior in the
past year. As a whole, the antisocial or delinquent behaviors students participated in most often were school suspensions,
binge drinking and being drunk or high at school. From 2006 to 2008, the percentage of youth reporting antisocial behavior de-
creased in most categories. The exceptions to this were increases in stealing a vehicle, school suspensions and carrying a
handgun.
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School Safety

Issues
Table 4: Students’ Responses to School Safety Questions
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10th and 12th graders.

Risk and Protective Risk Protective Factors I

Joshua Brisbane, Research Intern

The Arizona Youth Survey is based on the risk and protective factor model of Michelle Neitch, Research Analyst
prevention. The risk and protective factors studied are categorized in four Arizona Criminal Justice Commission
important areas of a youth’s life: 1) community; 2) family; 3) school; and 4) 1110 W. Washington, Suite 230

within individuals themselves and their peer interactions. An understanding Phoenix, Arizona 85007

of the risk and protective factors affecting youth allows prevention strategies (P) 602.364.1146

to target risk factors that are unacceptably high and protective factors that (F) 602.364.1175

are unacceptably low.




