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High Level Overview/Fact Sheet

Arizona Crime Trends: A System Review,  a report by the Arizona Criminal Justice
Commission, found that the state ranks number one — over all other 49 states — in Crime
Index, property crime and motor vehicle theft.

Arizona also ranks in the top 10 nationally for murder, robbery, burglary, and larceny-theft.
Specifically, Arizona is seventh in the nation for murder, tenth in robbery, seventh for
burglary, and third in larceny-theft.

Con t r ibu t ing  fac to rs  to  Ar i zona ’s  new p rominence  in  Cr ime Index
is  d i rec t l y  re la ted  to  the  s ta te ’ s  d ramat i c  popu la t i on  i nc rease  s ince
1 9 9 1 :

•  Our  popu la t i on  g rew more  than  th ree  t imes  fas te r  t han  the  res t
o f  t he  na t i on  be tween  1991  and  2001 .

• Since 1991, the population in Arizona has nearly doubled, increasing
41 .5  pe rcen t  i n  con t ras t  to  a  12 .9  pe rcen t  na t iona l  ave rage

The subs tan t ia l  popu la t ion  sh i f t  i n  Ar i zona  over  the  pas t  10-years
h a s  p l a c e d  a n  i n c r e a s e d  b u r d e n  o n  a l l  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l
j us t i ce  sys tem.  Th is  bu rden  has  been  compounded  by  t r y ing  to
ma in ta in  es tab l i shed  leve l s  o f  se rv i ce .

VICTIMIZATION
The trend of annually declining violent
crime rates began after 1993. According
to the NCVS report, the annual national
v i o l en t  c r ime  ra te  has  dec reased
abou t  50  pe rcen t  s i nce  t ha t  t ime .

Of the 5.7 mill ion violent crimes (rape,
sexual  assaul t ,  robbery,  aggravated
assault and simple assault), the decrease
in violent vict imization was attr ibuted
to  a  dec rease  in  s imp le  assau l t s .
Dec l i nes  i n  t he  o the r  v i o l en t  c r ime
categories were not statistically significant.

Since 1992, males and females were
v i c t ims  o f  s imp le  assau l t  a t  s im i l a r
rates. In previous years, males suffered
more  s imp le  assau l t  t han  f ema les .

Dur ing that  same t ime per iod,
Ar izona moved f rom the s ix th
h ighes t  ra te  o f  mo to r  veh ic le
the f t  i n  1991  to  t he  number
one ranked s ta te  in  the  nat ion
by 2001. “Arizona’s motor vehicle
theft rate is 40.9 percent greater
than  the  second ranked s ta te
of  Nevada.  We are  lead ing the
na t ion  in  moto r  veh ic le  the f t
by  a  huge  marg in .
Motor  Veh ic le  Thef t

1991 /  2001Rate
(Percent  Change)

Under  18 50/27 .8  ( -44 .8%)

18/Older 32 /70 .1  (119%)

Total 82 /97 .1  (8%)

Offense 1991 Rate (National Rank) 2001 Rate (National Rank)

Crime Index 7405.6 (3) 6077.4 (1)

Violent Crime 670.7 (18) 540.3 (15)

Murder 7.8 (20) 7.5 (7)

Rape 42.4 (20) 28.6 (31)

Robbery 165.7 (21) 167.1 (10)

Aggravated Assault 454.8 (15) 337.1 (16)

Property Crime 6734.9 (3) 5537.1 (1)

Burglary 1607.5 (5) 1032.9 (7)

Larceny-Theft 4266.3 (2) 3520.6 (3)

Motor Vehicle Theft 861.1 (6) 983.6 (1)

Arizona Crime Rate occurring per 100,000 inhabitants:
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C R I M E
Ar i z ona  has  ma in t a i ned  a  h i gh
c r ime  r ank i ng  ove r  t he  pa s t  10 -
yea r s .  I n  1991 ,  A r i z ona ’ s  ove ra l l
crime rate ranked third in the United
States.  In 2001,  Ar izona ’s  rank ing
i n c r ea sed  t o  numbe r  one  i n  t he
na t i on .

In  2000 and 2001,  Ar i zona ranked
number one in  property  cr ime rate
i n  t h e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s .

A r i z ona  moved  f r om  t he  s i x t h
h i ghes t  r a t e  o f  mo to r  veh i c l e
t h e f t  i n  1991  t o  t h e  numbe r  one
r anked  s t a t e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  i n
2001 .  A r i z ona ’ s  mo to r  veh i c l e
t h e f t  r a t e  i s  4 0 . 9  p e r c e n t
g r ea t e r  t han  t he  2 nd r anked
s t a t e  and  i s  s epa r a t i ng  i t s e l f
f r om na t i ona l  mo to r  veh i c l e
the f t  r a t e s .

Two  ca t ego r i e s ,  mu rde r  and
mo to r  v eh i c l e  t h e f t ,  t e nd  t o  b e
mos t  r e l i ab l e  i n  r epo r t i ng
a c c u r a c y  a n d  a r e  t w o  o f  t h e
ca t ego r i e s  i n  wh i ch  A r i z ona  has
shown  a  ma r ked  i n c r ea se .

Ar izona placed in the top 10 during
2001 for murder (7),  robbery (10),
burg lary (7) ,  larceny-theft  (3) and
mo to r  v eh i c l e  t he f t  ( 1 ) .

The  na t i ona l  p r ope r t y  c r ime  r a t e
has  dec reased  28 .9  pe r cen t  ove r
the past 10 years, whi le the Arizona
property cr ime rate has f luctuated
ove r  t h i s  s ame  t ime  pe r i od  and
i s  down  18 . 8  pe r cen t  f r om  1991
to  2001 .

When comparing national and Arizona
UCR trends for 2001 several similarities
occurred. Larceny-theft represented
t h e  l a r g e s t  c a t e go r y  o f  o f f e n s e s
for both nat ional  and state trends,
f o l l owed  by  bu rg l a r y  and  mo to r
veh i c l e  t he f t .

A r i z ona  ha s  gone  f r om  3 rd t o  1 s t

i n  t o ta l  c r ime  rank ing  wh i l e  a t
the  same  t ime  the  ove ra l l  c r ime
ra t e  has  dec reased .   Upon  c l o se r
inspection, Arizona has experienced
a  de c r e a s e  i n  t h e  c r ime  r a t e  i n
a l l  bu t  two  o f  t he  Pa r t  I  c r ime
categories, robbery and motor vehicle
the f t .

ARREST
Arres ts  (de f ined  as  each  separa te
occas i on  i n  wh i ch  an  i nd i v i dua l
i s  t a ken  i n t o  cu s t ody ,  no t i f i e d t o
appea r ,  o r  c i t e d  f o r  a n  o f f e n s e )
f o r  Pa r t  I  c r imes  i n  A r i z ona  a r e
down  f r om 1991  t o  2001  w i th  t he
ex cep t i o n  o f  mo t o r  v eh i c l e  t h e f t
wh i c h  i s  up  44 . 7  pe r c en t .

The most dramatic difference between
over  and  under  18  yea r  o ld  a r res t
ra tes  i s  motor  veh ic le  thef t .  Motor
v eh i c l e  a r r e s t s  d e c r e a s ed  b y  44
p e r c e n t  f o r  u n d e r  1 8  y e a r  o l d s
wh i l e  i n c r ea s i ng  119  pe r cen t  f o r
18  and  o l de r  yea r  o l d s .

The proper ty  c r ime rate  in  Ar i zona
h a s  d e c r e a s e d  f r o m  6 , 7 3 4 . 9  t o
5,537.1 or  17.8 percent  f rom 1991
to 2001. The overal l  property cr ime
a r r e s t  r a t e  h a s  d e c r e a s e d  f r o m
1 , 328 . 8  t o  732 . 9  o r  44 . 8  p e r c en t
i n  t he  s ame  pe r i od .

COURTS
The  numbe r  o f  f e l on i e s  f i l e d  by
prosecutors in Super ior  Court  f rom
1991  t o  2001  ha s  i n c r e a sed  ea ch
y e a r  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  1 9 9 3
and  1999 .  The  numbe r  o f  f e l ony
cases  f i l ed  has  inc reased  by  more
than 17,000 over the last  10 years.
The  d i f f e r en ce  i n  t h e  numbe r  o f
f e l on i e s  f i l e d  i n  Supe r i o r  Cou r t
i s  2 6 , 140  i n  1991  t o  43 , 462  i n
2001. As such, the number of convictions
and  d i sm i ssa l s  has  a l so  i nc reased
ove r  t h e  s ame  pe r i o d .

The  c ou r t s  i n  A r i z ona  p r o c e s s ed
more  than  2 .4  m i l l i on  f i l i ngs  i n
f i sca l  year  2001.  Of  the 2 .4  mi l l i on
f i l i ngs ,  a lmos t  1 .6  m i l l i on  we re
for  c r imina l  t ra f f i c  and c iv i l  t ra f f i c
violations, all handled by the l imited
j u r i s d i c t i on  cou r t s  i n  t he  s t a t e
( Jus t i c e  and  Mun i c i pa l  Cou r t s ) .

From FY1996 to FY2001, the number
o f  j u v en i l e s  w i t h  a  p e t i t i o n  f i l e d
inc reased  by  22  percent  a l though
there was only a one percent increase
i n  t h e  numbe r  o f  r e f e r r a l s .

J uven i l e s  pe t i t i oned  i n  Ma r i c opa
C o u n t y  i n c r e a s e d  b y  3 6  p e r c e n t ,
wh i l e  juven i l es  pe t i t i oned  in  P ima
C o u n t y  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 0  p e r c e n t
and by 4 percent in the rural counties
overa l l .

The number of  juveni les pet i t ioned
fo r  f e l ony  c r imes  aga ins t  pe r sons
and property decl ined from FY1996
to FY2001 (41 percent and 28 percent
r e spec t i v e l y ) ,  wh i l e  t he  numbe r
of juveniles petitioned for misdemeanor
crimes against persons and property
i n c r e a s ed  o v e r  t h e  s i x  y e a r s  ( 7 4
percent and 12 percent respectively).
I n  add i t i on ,  j u ven i l e s  pe t i t i o ned
f o r  d r ug  c r imes  i n c r ea sed  b y  67
pe r cen t .

F r o m  F Y 1 9 9 6  t o  F Y 2 0 0 1 ,  t h e r e
was a one percent increase in juveniles
r e f e r r ed  t o  J uven i l e  Cou r t  wh i l e
the re  was  a  one  pe rcen t  i nc rease
i n  j u v en i l e s  t r an s f e r r ed  o r  d i r e c t
f i l e d  i n  adu l t  c ou r t .

P R O B A T I O N
The  number  o f  adu l t  i nd i v i dua l s
on probation in Arizona is increasing.
Ove r ,  t he  pas t  f i v e  yea r s  adu l t s
on probat ion have increased from
47,839 in 1996 to 61,872 in 2000.
The number of individuals on Intensive
Probat ion Superv is ion ( IPS) ,  the
t y p e  o f  p r o b a t i o n  r e s e r v e d  f o r
t h e  mo r e  s e r i o u s  o f f ende r s  h a s
increased 36 percent  f rom 1996.

The number of juveniles on probation
w a s  u p  2 . 4  p e r c e n t  t o  9 , 6 2 5  a t
t h e  e nd  o f  F Y2001 .

CORRECTIONS
Ma les  r ep resen ted  88 .2  pe r cen t
o f  j uven i l e s  commi t t ed  t o  ADJC ,
11.8 percent were female, increasing
f rom 9 .6  pe r cen t  i n  1996  to  14 .2
p e r c e n t  i n  2 0 0 0 .

The adul t  correct ions populat ion
has  inc reased  subs tan t i a l l y  over
t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .  T h e  p r i s o n
popu l a t i on  i n  A r i z ona  i n c r ea sed
from 15,464 to 28,059 (81.5 percent).

Males made up more than 95 percent
of the adult total corrections population.

The  t ime  se r ved  by  i nma te s  ha s
gradual ly increased over the past
1 0 - y e a r s ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f
ha rsher  pena l t i e s  fo r  dangerous
a n d  r e p e t i t i v e  o f f e n d e r s  u n d e r
the Truth-in-Sentencing mandate.

As the inmate population has continued
t o  i n c r ea se ,  s o  ha s  t he  numbe r
of authorized ful l - t ime equivalent
(FTE) posit ions in the Department
o f  Co r r e c t i on s .

There has been a significant increase
in the percent of Latino and Native
American inmates and in the percent
o f  i nmates  age  35  o r  ove r .  There
has also been a significant decrease
in the percent of inmates committed
for crimes against property, coupled
w i th  mode ra te  i n c r eases  i n  t he
pe r c en t  c omm i t t ed  f o r  e a ch  o f
four other types of crimes, including
crimes against persons, drug offenses,
DUI and misce l laneous of fenses.

The two largest counties in Arizona,
Maricopa and Pima, have experienced
di f ferent t rend patterns in regard
to  j uven i l e s  commi t t ed  t o  ADJC .
Juveni les committed to ADJC from
Mar icopa County  have decreased
f r om  57 . 8  pe r c en t  i n  FY1996  t o
41 .7  pe r cen t  i n  FY2000 ,  wh i l e
juven i l e s  commi t ted  f rom P ima
County  have increased f rom 18.8
percent in FY1996 to 27.5 percent
i n  FY2000 .


